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2 I.  Legal basis 
council  Decision of  27  June  1974  on the setting up of  an  Advisory 
Committee  on  safety,  Hygiene  and  Health  Protection at Work 
(extracts) : 
"The council of the European  Communities  •••  Whereas  a  standing 
body  should be envisaged to assist the Commission  in the 
preparation and  implementation of activities in the field of 
safety,  hygiene  and  health protection at work  and  to facilitate 
cooperation between national  administration,  trade unions  and 
employers'  organisations 
HAS  DECIDED  AS  FOLLOWS: 
Article  1 
An  Advisory  Committee  on  Safety,  Hygiene  and Health Protection at 
Work is hereby established. 
Article  2 
The  Committee  shall  have  the task of  assisting the Commission  in 
the preparation and  implementation of activities  in the fields  of 
safety,  hygiene  and  health protection at work  .•. 
Article  3 
1.  The  Committee  shall produce  an  annual  report  ori  its 
activities. 
2.  The  commission shall  forward  that report to the European 
Parliament,  the Council,  the Economic  and Social Committee 
and  the Consultative Committee of the European coal  and  Steel 
Community". 
II.  General remarks 
A)  Membership of  the Committee 
For  a  list of members,  see Annex  A  of  OJ  C237  of  21  September 
1990  which  contairis appointmeqts  for  the period  26  March  1990 
to  25  March  1992. 
B)  Structures 
-10 ad-hoc  groups  pursued their work  (see Annex  B  for the 
organisation of the AHG  in 1992). 
-The  ·~organisation" group  held four meetings  during this 
period  {see  Annex  c  for  a  list of members  of the 
"Organisation"  group). 
C)  Number  of meetings  and  of meeting days  in the period  1978-92 
(See table overleaf) 
3 MEETINGS  OF  THE  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE 
YEAR  NUMBER  OF  MEETINGS  NUMBER  OF  MEETING  DAYS 
1978  18  30 
1979  21  40 
1980  16  31 
1981  17  32 
1982  16  30 
1983  15  29 
1984  14  28 
1985  13  25 
1986  15  30 
1987  28  40 
1988  43  60 
1989  48  69 
1990  43  58 
1991  37  46 
1992  39  45 
4 III.  Activities 
A)  Opinions  delivered 
1)  Proposaf for  a  Council Directive on  physical agents 
(Doc.  4578/91) 
2)  Amendment  of Council Directive 82/501/EEC on the major 
accident  hazards of certain industrial activities. 
3)  Proposal  for  a  Council Directive on the protection of workers 
from  the risks related to exposure to chemical  agents at work 
(Doc.  5478/1/91). 
4 l.  Initial draft of  an  information brochure on the choice  and 
use of personal protective equipment 
(Doc.  42/92). 
5)  Proposal  for  a  Council Directive amending  for the first  time 
Directive 90/394/EEC  on the protection of workers  from  the 
risks related to exposure to carcinogens at work 
(Doc.  6018/92). 
6)  Draft Council Directive  III/4056/91  Rev.  3  on the 
approximation of the  laws  of  Member  States concerning  freedom 
of  movement  for  second-hand machines. 
B)  Activities of the ad  hoc  groups 
1)  AHG  "Standardisation" 
2)  AHG  "Demountable  structures" 
3)  AHG  "Work  equipment" 
4)  AHG  "Agriculture". 
5 A)  OPINIONS  DELIVERED 
1)  Proposal  for a  Council Directive on physical agents 
(Doc.  4578/91). 
The  Committee  adopted the draft op1n1on  contained in 
Doc.  5369/91,  accompanied  by  comments  formulated  by  the 
interest groups. 
This  draft Directive deals with various physical  agents 
(noise,  vibration,  optical radiation  and electric, magnetic 
and  combined fields with  frequencies~ 3-1o15  Hz). 
The three interest groups  favour  a  draft directive on 
vibrations.  One  interest group is in  favour  of  a  single 
directive covering all  four  physical  agents  and  another group 
favours  separate directives  for  each physical  agent.  The 
Committee  also wishes  to assess the application of the 
Directive on noise  (86/188/EEC)  in Member  States and  asks the 
Commission to give particular attention to the problem of 
health surveillance. 
2)  Amendment  of Council Directive 82/501/EEC  on the major 
accident hazards of certain industrial activities 
The  Committee  adopted the draft opinion contained  in Doc. 
6521/92. 
The  Committee's  main  comment  on this  amendment  concerns the 
choice of the  legal basis,  namely Article  lOOa  of  the Treaty, 
which  appears to be unsuitable.  The  Committee considers that 
major  accidents usually affect mainly workers  at work  and, 
therefore,  that Article  118a  seems  more  appropriate.  In 
addition, part of the draft Directive relating to the 
environment,  should,  according to the Committee,  fall within 
the scope of Article 130. 
3)  Proposal  for  a  Council Directive on the protection of workers 
from the risks related to exposure to chemical  agents at work 
(Doc.  5478/1/91). 
On  the basis of  a  draft opinion  (Doc,  6603/91)  prepared  by 
the AHG,  the Plenary Committee delivered an  opinion 
accompanied  by  comments  from  the interest' groups. 
These  related mainly to: 
provisional  limit values,  which  should  be the subject of 
a  Recommendation  rather than  a  Directive; 
information;  it would  be better to take the  framework 
Directive as  a  guide,  which  would  make  for greater 
consistency  in the transposition arrangements; 
the  need to stress the aspect of  reducing risks. 
All these comments  are contained  in the minutes  of  the  41st 
plenary meeting of the Committee  (Doc.  6945/92). 
6 4)  Initial draft of an  information brochure on the choice and 
use of personal protective equipment  (Doc.  42/92). 
The  Committee  adopted  a  draft opinion  (Doc.  6948/92).  The 
interest groups  point out that the text of this brochure is 
not  legally binding.  The  Committee wants  the presentation of 
the brochure to be better suited to users. 
5)  Proposal for a  Council Directive amending for the first time 
Directive 90/394/EEC on the protection of workers  from the 
risks related to exposure to carcinogens at work  (Doc. 
6018/92). 
The  Committee  adopted  a  draft opinion contained  in 
Doc.  6610/92. 
The  Government  Representatives•  Group  considers it necessary 
to continue research into R40-class  substances  and  benzene. 
The  Workers'  Group,  however,  considers that these substances 
have their place within this draft Directive. 
Finally,  the Committee  considers that  a  limit of  five years 
should  be  granted  for  the  implementation of  this Directive. 
6}  Draft Council Directive III/4056/91 Rev.  3  on the 
approximation of the laws of Member States concerning  freedom 
of movement  for second-hand machines. 
The  Committee  adopted  a  draft opinion prepared by the ad  hoc 
group  (Doc.  7200/92)  accompanied  by  comments  from  the 
interest groups. 
The  Committee stresses the  importance it attaches to this 
draft Directive.  The  use of  second-hand machines  in  industry 
is increasing,  and it is important  for  workers  to be 
protected by  provisions as strict as  those relating to  new 
machines.  The  Committee  notes  the difficulties of 
implementing such  a  directive. 
B)  WORK  IN  PROGRESS 
1)  AHG  •standardisation• 
The  Group  continued its work  relating to European  policy 
concerning  standardisation.  A  draft opinion  should  be 
prepared  for the first plenary meeting  in  1993. 
The  Committee  stressed the  importance it attaches to the 
operation of this  ad  hoc  group,  as it it the only means  for 
the two  sides of  industry to put  forward their views  on  the 
problems  posed  by  standardisation. 
7 2 )  ABG  •Fourth action programme• 
The  AHG  has  studied proposals which  should  lead to  a  draft 
programme to be  presented  at the first meeting of the 
Advisory  Committee  in  1993  (Doc~  43/93). 
3 )  ABG  • Demountable structures  • 
The  AHG  has  met  using an initial draft drawn  up  by  DG  III as 
a  working'document. 
This draft directive is mainly  concerned with  demountable 
structures  (scaffolding,  etc.)  and  specific equipment  for 
funfairs  and  amusement  parks.  A  new  document  is to be 
prepared and  presented to the AHG. 
4 )  ABG  •work equipment  • 
The  AHG  finished  its work  in 1992.  A draft  op~n~on will be 
proposed at the plenary meeting in February  1993.  The 
Employers'  Group  has  noted that this draft  supplements 
Directive 89/655,  which  should be  transp~~ed into national 
legislation before  31  December  1992.  It considers that this 
might  give rise to problems,  and  the draft must  be  considered 
very carefully. 
5)  AHG  •Agriculture• 
The  AHG  has  examined this draft Directive,  which  makes 
provision  for  minimum  safety and  health requirements  for 
agricultural activities.  A draft opinion was  presented at the 
plenary meeting  in September,  but the Committee's opinion  had 
to be  postponed until the plenary meeting  in February  1993. 
The  Government  Representatives'  Group,  however,  has  already 
made  the  following  comments: 
the two-year deadline  for  implementation is far too 
short; 
emphasis  must  be placed on risk assessment; 
this draft Directive must  apply to self-employed workers. 
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